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DIALOGUE ON INTERNATIONAL ENVIRONMENTAL GOVERNANCE 
AND PARTICIPATION

CONCLUSIONS: “TOWARD RÍO+20”

Introduction 

The dialogue on international environmental governance and participation took place in the City of Buenos Aires on August 11, 2010 in the offices of the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP). A total of 28 people participated in person, and four people from other locations in Argentina and Latin America joined the dialogue via teleconference. The representatives came from different sectors, including spokespeople and opinion leaders from the academic, public, and private sectors, international organizations, and civil society.
The dialogue began with a brief introduction and acknowledgements from María Eugenia Di Paola, Executive Director of the Fundación Ambiente y Recursos Naturales (FARN), to the co-organizers, sponsors and participants. 
Next, Ms. Cecilia Iglesias, President of the Red Ambiental and civil society representative of Latin America and the Caribbean at the Global Ministerial Environment Forum (GC-25/GMEF), gave a presentation in which she explained briefly the evolution and current structures for International Environmental Governance and described the advancements made in relation to participation over the past few years. Ms. Iglesias also called attention to the points that should be studied in greater depth when the time comes to realize structural reforms. Furthermore, she highlighted a few themes of vital importance, such as the decline of regional perspectives in the global context, in part because of the limited presence of organizations from the South in substantive debates and discussions on the means and methods of participation. This issue emerged as a latent challenge and everyone present agreed that this decline could and should be reversed. The end of her presentation, Ms. Iglesias mentioned that special opportunities for the region exist in the framework of Río+20. Specifically, she mentioned the following two foci: Green Economy and the Institutional Framework for Sustainable Development. She stressed that in order to achieve meaningful participation in the Río+20 process and in the redefinition of global environmental governance, civil society must do more than just participate in the Conference; it must take advantage of the diverse instances for participation offered beforehand. Lastly, she invited everyone present at the dialogue to participate in this open process
.
Following Ms. Iglesias’ presentation, Ms. María Eugenia Di Paola opened the debate by commenting on the limited knowledge, within the sphere of civil society, on the topic of global environmental governance and institutions. She shared her vision that, in order to construct a new paradigm of effective global governance, it is vital to overcome the excessive complexity of the current system and promote fuller citizen participation in all phases of the process.
The following key questions were presented at the onset of the debate:
· What is the relationship between Global Environmental Governance and Sustainable Development and what innovative proposals are needed to bring about positive change? 

· In the framework of Global Environmental Governance, what reforms are needed for civil society to assume a more active role, not just in terms of formal structures and mechanisms but also in terms of reversing the critical situation of the planet? 

Participants were invited to present their diagnosis and put forth innovative ideas in order to encourage greater participation by civil society.
Topics Discussed
The participant’s interventions were auspicious and varied. Nevertheless, several common issues arose and the following needs were identified: 

· The right to a healthy environment and the right to sustainability: expansion of the classic theoretical framework in order to meet the challenges of Global Environmental Governance. It is necessary to approach the concept of sustainability in an integrated, rather than fragmented, manner. This vision is linked with the necessary vision of Global Environmental Governance in the framework of sustainable development, including environmental, social, economic, and institutional pillars. It is important to further develop theoretical tools and institutional tools, regarding the articulation of PNUMA with the Commission of Sustainable Development and CEPAL in light of RIO +20. Likewise it is necessary to consider the relationships between the institutions linked to the United Nations with those of regional integration (i.e. Mercosur) as well as those at the continental level (OEA).

· Actions at both the international and local scale: the need to connect and promote the enforcement of norms. Accountability and International Environmental Governance. It is imperative to analyze the mechanisms that exist at a global level and their interrelation with local change, taking into account not only environmental authorities but also the many others implicated in sustainable development and their decisions from within different branches of the State.

· Citizen participation: the need to formalize processes for its expansion within the structure of Global Environmental Governance. This is a transversal theme, related to all levels of decision-making in international environmental matters and the necessary implementation of Principle 10 of Rio ‘92.

· Regional representation: The need to deepen academic and practical analysis of United Nations governance and participation models, and propose changes to make it more representative. It is necessary to develop mechanisms that respect and value regional realities in relation to global decisions.

· Civil Society Organizations: the need to expand the network of organizations working on environmental governance issues, to include those focused on human rights, gender, and other related issues. This universe must be expanded in order to mainstream the topic of sustainable development and it is imperative to strategically analyze first steps in this direction, to install the issues and highlight their importance. Other experiments in the framework of international governance, such as human rights, should be considered since they may offer important inputs for the mainstreaming of environmental matters and sustainable development.

· Relations between sectors: the need to improve the relationships between environmental organizations and key sectors (such as the private sector), labor and trade unions, and chambers of commerce. Considering the topics in discussion for Río +20, the notion of the green economy has acquired new importance in relation to the consumption of materials, water, and energy and the need to rethink current models in an articulated form.
Proposals

The following proposals were made in relation to the aforementioned themes:

1)
Generating a platform to continue this dialogue.

2)
Working, analyzing, and strengthening the relationship between environmental rights and the right to sustainability, through a solid academic and intersectoral analysis of the theme.

3)
Elaborating a document that explains the basic concepts of International Environmental Governance, its reform process, and channels of citizen participation. Said document should include a glossary of the subject matter as well as fundamental concepts on the matters of International Environmental Governance and its interface with sustainable development.

4)
Based on this analysis, proposing concrete recommendations for modifying the system to encourage greater civil society participation from different world regions (particularly from the South) and generate a structure of governance serves to address the planetary crisis.

5)
Articulating the coalitions, platforms, and networks of a diversity of actors, themes, and scopes of influence (in light of Río +20) with the goal of improving their interaction with the advisory group on International Environmental Governance. In this sense, existing civil society advisory councils should communicate more inter alia, new groups should be formed, the network of environmental organizations should reach out to organizations that work on cross-cutting development issues, and organized groups of teachers and educators should be particularly targeted, in order to ensure an impact on environmental education.

6)
Requesting meetings before and after events, and consulting with the ministerial advisory group (Ministry of Foreign Affairs, National Environmental Secretariat, etc.) to link the demands made at global and national levels in relation to civil society participation, and to press for the results which are imperative at a global level.
Annex 1: List of Participants

	Type of Institution
	Institution
	Position
	Surname
	First Name

	NGO (Civil Society)
	IISD
	Thematic expert in the area of Commerce and Finance for sustainable development
	Aguilar
	Soledad

	Multilateral/International Organizations
	UNDP
	Technical work of the team of information technology
	Bizantino
	Juan Pablo

	Public Sector
	Secretary of the Environment and Sustainable Development of the Nation
	Advisor of the Unity of International Environmental Matters – Leadership of the Cabinet of Ministers
	Carrizo González
	María

	Private Sector
	Deloitte
	Leader of the Corporate Responsibility and Sustainability Project 
	David
	José

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN & member of CEL Argentina
	Executive Director
	Di Paola
	María Eugenia

	NGO (Civil Society)
	UFIMA & member of CEL Argentina
	Advising Lawyer of FARN & CEL
	Duverges
	Dolores

	NGO (Civil Society)
	Argentine Council of International Affairs & members of CEL Argentina
	Leader of the Environmental Department
	González Guerrico
	Carlos Manuel

	NGO (Civil Society)
	Fundación Vida Silvestre Argentina (FVSA)
	Director of Conservation
	Herrera
	Pablo

	NGO (Civil Society) and Public Sector
	Environmental network - ACUMAR
	President of the Environmental Network Civil Association, Representative of Latin America and the Caribbean in the governmental council (Global ministerial forum GC-25/GMEF), and Co-coordinator of the Commission of Environment and Sustainable Development of the Civil Society Advisory Council.
	Iglesias
	Cecilia

	Universities
	University of Buenos Aires
	Director of Post-graduate  Program in Metropolitan Environmental Management
	Lebrero
	Carlos

	NGO (Civil Society)
	Environmental Network
	Researcher
	Lonati
	Maricel

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN
	Assistant of Executive Director
	López Bouille
	Federico

	NGO (Civil Society)
	Chamber of Exporters of the Republic of Argentina and member of CEL Argentina
	Director
	López Dardaine
	Mauricio 

	NGO (Civil Society)
	Democratic Change
	Executive Director
	Lumerman
	Pablo

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN
	Director of Institutional Development
	MacColman
	Leslie

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN
	Intern from Pomona College, CA, USA
	Miller
	Courtney

	Universities and Multilateral Organizations
	University of Buenos Aires & PNUD
	Professor & External Consultant
	Mulin
	Eduardo

	NGO (Civil Society)
	Civil Society Advisory Council on Climate Change of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs
	President
	Perlini
	Alicia

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN & member of CEL Argentina
	Director of the Area of Governance
	Quispe
	Carina

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN
	Intern from the University of Belgrano, Buenos Aires. Department of International Relations
	Regenhardt
	Dafne

	Universities
	University of Palermo – Faculty of Law
	Dean of the Law School
	Saba
	Roberto

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN - UBA & member of CEL Argentina
	Faculty of the FARN Environmental Law Clinic
	Sibileau
	Agnes

	Multilateral/International Organizations
	UNDP
	Coordinator of the area of the Environment and Sustainable Development
	Tomasini
	Daniel

	NGO (Civil Society)
	Green Party
	President of the Green Party & Ex Minister of the Environment of the autonomous city of Buenos Aires
	Velasco
	Juan Manuel

	Universities
	University of Buenos Aires
	Professor of the Masters in International Relations
	Vigevano
	Marta

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN
	Secretary
	Villanueva
	María Victoria

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN & member of CEL Argentina
	Coordinator of the Area of Citizen Participation
	Vinocur
	Gabriela

	NGO (Civil Society)
	FARN
	Coordinator of the Area of Global Change
	Voloj
	Bernardo

	Participants via Teleconference 

	Multilateral/International Organizations
	PNUMA
	Coordinator of the Program of Environmental Rights
	Brusco
	Andrea

	NGO (Civil Society)
	AMEAI & member of CEL Argentina
	President & Professor of Constitutional and Environmental Rights
	Esain
	José

	CHILE NGO (Civil Society)
	Consumers International
	Representative of civil society in CDS
	Flores
	Luis

	NGO (Civil Society)
	M'Biguá
	Executive Director
	Rodríguez
	Diego

	CHILE NGO (Civil Society)
	ECLAC (CHILE) & FARN
	Researcher & Volunteer
	Schatz
	Pablo


�See Annex 4: A look at the current reform of International Environmental Governance and the participation of principle groups in the process
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